Third Grade News

          December 2016                 
     Fred Olds Elementary


Math

 Our focus this month is on finding area of shapes, patterns, multiplication, and division word problems.  Please note that some word problems are multi-step (example-multiply then add). Please practice and memorize 0-10 multiplication facts! Let’s work together to make sure our students are practicing as much as possible.

English Language Arts
  This month we will work on writing opinion pieces. The focus will be making sure main points are supported with examples, description, and connected with transition words. The expectation is the paragraphs begin with a topic sentence and have closing statements. Students will self edit for capital letters, compound sentences, and check to be sure plural nouns are used properly. 
   The third grade team will focus on non-fiction text features in Reading. Please read non-fiction books looking for subtitles and predicting about main ideas.  Please remember to read for 20 minutes every night and record it on the Reading log.  In Reading we have been going over theme, compare/contrast, and plots. Please reinforce these concepts at home when reading aloud.
  We will continue to work on the following prefixes/suffixes: (examples: 
re= again

ing=doing something now

non=not

est=most
mis= wrong

em/em=to cause)
Please also practice spelling the following high frequency words: thought, friend, favorite, and almost, which have been missed frequently in journal writing.
Social Studies/Science

  We will finish our Human Body Science unit this month. We learned about bones, joints, muscles, skin, and coordination. The big idea was the human body contains specific systems such as skeletal, nervous, and muscular designed to work together. 
 In Social Studies this month we will explore some winter holiday traditions and how different communities celebrate them. The Social Studies unit is about American History. We will explain change over time, summarize key historic events, and compare and contrast past to the present.

EVENTS-
· Writers in Residence- Dec. 10-14th
· Holiday Celebration- Dec. 21st 
Happy Holidays!
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EVENTS-


Early Release Dec. 2


Joel Lane Fieldtrip Dec. 9


Science Fair Dec. 14


3rd Grade Musical Dec. 15


Holiday Celebration Dec. 21


Winter Holiday Vacation- Dec. 22- Jan. 2











